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King. It is doubtful if Richelieu found iu.y i-^-^-
fort in such commendation, but he meekly replied,
that he had now no care except to pray God for the
King's prosperity, and to occupy himself with his
books and the duties of his profession.

He affected a philosophy which he did not feel.
" I live contentedly in my diocese," he writes,
" engaged with my books and the duties of my
office. ... I am resolved to pass my time
peaceably among my books and my neighbours;
. . . thus I shall be free from calumny."

Though he led a discreet life, avoiding dangerous
complications, and writing nothing more compro-
mising than theological dissertations, the pretended
recluse had his ear open for any sound which could
indicate that he was to be recalled to active political
life. But if he thirsted for it he had the good
judgment to conceal his eagerness; he was young,
he had confidence in his ability and his fortune, and
he waited, not patiently, but silently, for his hour
to come.

Prudent as was his conduct, it did_not jsjatisfjT- his
enemies; tHey still feared his intrigues with. Mary
de* Medici, and "in April,, fj5,l8.,-he was, ordered to
leave his diocese and to retire tft..Avigftxoa..m,.thc.
south of France, far distant from Blois and the
Court of the Queen-mother. " The visits and as-
semblies, the coming and going of divers persons
wherever you are, which give offence and cause
mistrust in many of our subjects," were, so Riche-
lieu was informed by the King's letter, among the
reasons which led to this step. In Avignon, whichn them nothing tom the Louvre. Her rule had been andorder wastter theore^ Ee^ouIcT^fvoF"Be on,e)v He Holy Ghost to pay the
